
                                                     

      

Today, May 8, is L-Day. It’s the day Coca Cola was invented in 1886, Germany 
surrendered to the allies in 1945, “Let It Be” was released in 1970, and 
François Mitterand, (for better and worse) was the first Socialist elected 
President of France. It’s also Launch-Day, the day (not quite) Mastering the Art 
of French Living is released and the Plobien Vacation Contest begins.  

The Contest 

Buy a book or two or thirty and write a simple (or detailed) review. Post your 
review on Amazon and Goodreads and send me a copy.  

In return, I offer two things: a free two week vacation at my house in Plobien 
(at a time of your choice) for the winner, and 40% off the regular rental price 
of the house (which is $2,500/mo) for everyone else who enters the contest.  

The contest ends on June 15.  

When I receive your review, I’ll put your name in my beret. The winner will be 
announced by July 1veryone else will qualify for the 40% discount. 

Bonne Chance 

What Others Have Said About (not quite)… 

I loved this book – it is laugh out loud funny at times and as someone married to a French man I had 
to keep reading sections aloud to my husband and other family members. He reminds me greatly of 
Peter Mayle’s beloved books but he is a bit more caustic, which is right up my alley! I now know that 
I never want to drive in France but decidedly want to eat and drink there (more butter, please!)



I enjoyed it enough to pre-order it as well as buying his first book “I'll Never Be French (No Matter 
What I Do): Living in a Small Village in Brittany” and have suggested that it be a book club pick 
for two of my six book clubs. Great job! Great book!!   
 
I've certainly learnt a lot about our French neighbours across the English channel that I was not 
aware of, such as seven courses are expected when inviting friends for dinner (how many!?) or after 
a car accident the vehicle will be repaired in three days (blimey that’s quick) and after a hospital 
stay, rather than being sent home to recuperate, you are sent to a seaside hospital to recover 
(something we certainly would never do in the UK). If you are looking for a book about what it 
means to live in or even visit France, then this is a great book to give you the flavour of what it’s like 
and how to make you look less of a fool during your stay. 
                                                                                            
I have to admit that I hadn't really read anything like this before but I guess I started with a bang in 
this genre because boy, this book is fun! It's a delightful read and seriously, I feel like everybody 
should give this one a chance, there would be no regrets.  

It’s a humorous take on ordinary, everyday life in France as a foreigner who can’t quite master the 
French language…. While bravely conversing with the locals in French, he often ends up in lost in 
translation situations. And, his neighbors, who have become his trusted friends, come to his rescue. 
(Not Quite) Mastering the Art of French Living is a fun, enjoyable read.  

From the very first chapter, this book had me in stitches. My favourite chapter about the road 
accident, I had to put the book down several times just to catch my breath from laughing. 

This is a fun book for anyone who wonders what it's like to step into a different culture and try it 
out for a period of time.  

Very funny, entertaining and interesting. An unusual look to France and French people. 

A very entertaining and humorous read! Mark Greenside is determined to try and fit into the small 
Breton community where he spends his summers. The clash of cultures results in some very funny 
adventures and situations, but through it all you can sense the fondness Mark has for his new 
friends and his second home.

Merci Beaucoup and Happy Summer 
Good Luck in the Contest

These reviews are from Goodreads, written by people who received early review 
copies.  Currently, (not quite) has a rating of 4.15 out of 5. I’ll Never Be French 
has a rating of 3.74.  What happens next is up to you…..


